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European settler societies have a long history of establishing a sense of belonging and entitlement

outside Europe, but Zimbabwe has proven to be the exception to the rule. Arriving in the 1890s,

white settlers never comprised more than a tiny minority. Instead of grafting themselves onto local

societies, they adopted a strategy of escape.
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I found the thesis of this book incredibly compelling. Given that southern African politics and

economics often are dominated by the question of land, Hughes' arguments about how white

Rhodesians (and later white Zimbabweans) saw themselves in relation to settlement issues really

resonated with this reader. I'd highly recommend this work for those interested in questions of

colonialism, space, and belonging. It is extremely well-written and informed.
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